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Harper’s Choice Community Association 

5440 Old Tucker Row 

Columbia, MD 21044 

July 14—Longfellow Pool Party: 

Family Luau 

 

August 4—National Night Out 

 

August 6—Swansfield Pool Party: 

Family Dance Party 

 

UPCOMING HCCA EVENTS 

 June 2015 

What: National Night Out  

When: August 4 from 6:00 p.m.— 9:00 p.m. 

Where: In the courtyard on Joseph Square in the Harper's Choice Village Center. 

We’re putting the finishing touches on our annual National Night Out event for the 

Village of Harper's Choice! Unity Reggae Band will be back to entertain us with their 

lively music and we’ll have food from Mission BBQ and other surprises for everyone. 

Join us for this annual celebration! Bring your friends and neighbors and enjoy a 

gorgeous night in your community.  

If you see something in our community that causes you concern, please say something by 

calling 911. Problems can only be addressed when they are reported. 

You can also send crime tips from your mobile phone: anywhere, anytime, anonymously. 

iWatch Howard County is a virtual crime watch that you and your neighbors can use to 

report behaviors and activities that make you feel uncomfortable or do not look right.  

SEE Something? SAY Something! 

Report concerns such as pot holes, street tree issues, 

problems with storm drains, and curb damage through the 

Tell HoCo website (howardcountymd.gov/tellhoco) or 

mobile app.  

SEE something? SAY something! Together, we can make 

a difference in our community.  

Connect and Go Green With Us 

Don’t forget…the Covenants require architectural approval 
prior to the start of work. Stop by Kahler Hall to pick up an 

application or download one from our website. 

The Architectural Committee meets twice a month except 
for August, when we will have only ONE meeting on August 
18, 2015. Meetings are open to 
the public and residents are en-

couraged to attend.  

Contact Covenant Advisor 
Debbie Nix at 410-730-0770 or 
covenants@harperschoice.org 

for more information. 

Did you know that HCCA sends a weekly eNewsletter that includes information 
about news and events in our community?  This is a great way to stay up-to-
date with what’s happening in Harper’s Choice and the surrounding area. The 
hard copy publication is mailed home periodically throughout the year.  Help us 

GO GREEN!  

Look for us on Facebook and follow @HarpersCCA on Twitter. Text HCCANEWS 

to 22828 and follow the directions to subscribe to our weekly eNewsleter.  

Planning Your Summer Alterations? Cul-de-sac Beautification 

HCCA has a program to help residents beautify the cul-

de-sac islands at the end of their streets.  

The Association will reimburse residents up to $200 for 

plant materials. In order to participate, residents must 

submit a plan to the Association that includes a picture 

of the island and a petition signed by at least 80% of the 

affected neighbors saying that they have no objection to 

the proposed plan.  Once you receive association ap-

proval, you can submit up to $200 in receipts at the 

completion of the project. 

Your Village Board 

Bob Fontaine 

Board Chair 

bob.fontaine@verizon.net 

Alicia Kong 

Board Vice Chair 

aliciakonghc@gmail.com 

Stephen L. Cook 

stephencook@stephen.cook.name 

Robin Procida 

rprocida@verizon.net 

Ben Rubin 

brubin08@gmail.com 

Alan Klein 

Columbia Council Rep 

alankleinca@gmail.com 

Jamila Brown 

Student Member 
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Join us for splashingly great times at our annual summer pool parties! Each will include a special treat from the Kona Ice 

Truck for all guests and lively music and entertainment from Speakerize DJ, compliments of your Harper’s Choice Commu-

nity Association. Additional food will be available for a nominal fee.  

Registration details: 

Space is limited and tickets are required for EACH event. Visit Kahler 

Hall to register and pick-up tickets. Ticket holders MUST arrive and 

check-in by 6:45 p.m. on the event date to ensure entry. Individual 

families must register separately.  

Longfellow Pool Party/Family Luau: 

Tuesday, July 14 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Swansfield Pool Party/Family Dance Night: 

Thursday, August 6 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Summer Pool Parties 2015 

Covenant Corner 

The real estate market is hopping in Harper's Choice, but we still have a few properties in the Village that may be an 

eyesore when not maintained by an absentee owner, or in the case of a foreclosure, the lender or servicing company.  

The ten Village Associations and CA have partnered on a policy that can allow for CA to mow and/or maintain some items 
on the exterior of the home to prevent the property from being a sustained, unattractive nuisance. That said, the villages 
must make reasonable efforts to try and locate an owner, lender or servicing company before CA will take on this added 

work, as well as the added legal and maintenance fees (your assessment dollars in use).  

We strongly discourage neighbors from mowing or entering onto property that is vacant; contact us so we may begin the 
process and try to minimize the time that the property is not maintained. You can find the Columbia Association Policy for 

Vacant and Abandoned Property in its entirety on our website at harperschoice.org/covenants. 

Flexible downspout extensions are often used to direct water away from the 
foundation of a house. Inexpensive and easy to install, these seem like the 
perfect way to redirect water. What you may not know is that they are also a 
breeding ground for mosquitoes. Some water naturally gets trapped in the 
grooves when it flows out of the extension tubing. Since mosquitoes only need a 
small amount of water to breed hundreds of larvae, the water left in the grooves 

becomes the perfect habitat for growth. 

Did you know that using above ground drains is also prohibited as per the  

covenants? All drainage hoses, tubes or pipes must be buried below ground or in a 

landscape bed to be compliant. Using splash blocks and other solutions to solve 

your drainage problems is highly recommended. Please contact John McCoy, CA 

Watershed Manager, at 410-312-6336 for information and additional resources. 

Abandoned Property Concerns? 

Covenants and Property Maintenance Standards 
All calls/complaints that come into the Village office are handled confidentially. In order to properly respond to 
complaints, we need to have some way to contact the person making the report. Sometimes the issue is one where we 
have no authority, such as animal control, noise, rental housing, and parking.  In these cases, we would refer the person 
with the complaint to the responsible authority, such as Police, County Rental Housing, Highways, etc.  If we receive an 
anonymous letter with no return address or contact information, we have no way to try and help and the person who sent 

the letter may be feeling that their Village does not address their concerns.   

Please contact Covenant Advisor Debbie Nix at 410-730-0770 or email covenants@harperschoice.org if you have any 
questions about the covenants, vacant and abandoned properties, or have a concern about the property maintenance of a 

home in Harper’s Choice. 

We regularly get questions about the covenant process. Many residents 

want to know: 

 Is it difficult to get approval for changes to my home? 

 Does it really matter if I begin a project without an approved 
application? 

 
In a nutshell, NO, it’s not difficult to get approvals and YES, the 
application matters. Property values remain consistently high in areas 
where covenants exist, and there is the peace of mind that comes from 
knowing that changes to homes are regulated by community standards 

and guidelines. 

97 percent of all submissions are approved through our cooperative process. Seldom are submissions denied outright.  

Mosquito Problems? How is Water Draining Away from Your Home? 

Block Party Grants 

The Association offers $50 grants so you can host a block party! Here’s how to get yours:  Submit a Block Party Application 

Form (download one from our website or stop by Kahler Hall to pick one up). Please note that this grant is limited to one 

Block Party per street, per year. Exceptions can be made for very long streets at the discretion of HCCA. In order to 

receive your grant, you must submit both a completed application and invitation list that includes EVERYONE on your 

street to HCCA in advance of the party. You can fax it to 410-730-8046, email it to events@harperschoice.org, or drop it 

off at Kahler Hall. To be reimbursed, the party sponsor must present a receipt(s) upon conclusion of the party. Costs for 

alcoholic beverages will not be reimbursed. 


