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Harper’s Choice Community Association 

5440 Old Tucker Row 

Columbia, MD 21044 

April 25: Health & Safety Fair 

 

May 2: Red Ribbon Yard Sale /  

Shred & eCycle Event 

 

July 14: Longfellow Pool Party 

 

August 6: Swansfield Pool Party 

UPCOMING HCCA EVENTS 

Current two-year terms of office for five Harper’s 

Choice Village Board seats expire on April 30, 2015. 

Three nomination petitions were received from 

Stephen L. Cook, Robert T. Fontaine, and Benjamin 

S.  Rubin. Per the Harper’s Choice Community Asso-

ciation bylaws, if the number of nominations is less 

than or equal to the number of vacant director po-

sitions, the qualified nominees shall be deemed to 

be elected by the members and the Board of  

Directors will appoint the nominees to the director 

positions. The terms of office for the three 

nominees will be May 1, 2015 through April 30, 

2017. Here are the candidate statements of the 

new members of our Village Board. 

Stephen L. Cook 

I have lived in Columbia Since 1968, in Longfellow 

since 1996 and have served on the Harper’s Choice 

Village Board for the past four years; I believe that 

Harper’s Choice is an ideal community and I am 

committed to maintaining a high-level of cleanli-

ness and safety in our village and in our neighbor-

hoods. I encourage residents to enjoy the many at-

tributes of Harper’s Choice. 

I also encourage residents to speak out! to Your 

Board members about your concerns related to 

what’s good, or not so good in Harper’s Choice. 

There is a segment at every Board meeting for that 

purpose. Your Village Board meets on the 2nd Tues-

day of the month at 7:00 PM. 

I hope to see you soon! 

Robert T. Fontaine 

I would like to continue on the Harper’s Choice 

Village Board and have submitted my candidate 

petition for this coming year’s election. I was 

elected to serve as chair of the Board during this 

past year. 

I have lived in Harper’s Choice since 1988, and I’ve 

lived in all of its neighborhoods. My kids went to 

local schools. Working on the Village Board gives 

me an opportunity to be involved with my neigh-

bors in a positive way. 

Benjamin S. Rubin 

I was born in Harper’s Choice and grew up within 

five miles of my childhood home. I spent summers 

at CA camps, played baseball with CYBA in the 

spring, went to the ice rink and Splash Down in the 

winter, and looked forward to the start of Cub 

Scout activities at Running Brook Elementary 

School in the fall. Although I attended college and 

graduate school out of state -- and even lived in 

Brazil for a year -- when the time came to settle 

down my wife and I bought a home less than a mile 

from where I was born. We want our children to be 

able to grow up in this vibrant, diverse, and sup-

portive community. I therefore see it as my civic 

responsibility to contribute to the community in 

which I was raised and to perpetuate the values 

that have made Columbia great for the next 

generation. 

2015 Village Board Elections 

 April 2015 

Plans are underway for a fun and exciting Health & Safety Fair for the Harper’s Choice Community! We’re 

working with local organizations and businesses that encourage and promote health, wellness and safety for 

our neighbors of all ages. We will have Child ID services, Bike Safety Checks, a Bike Rodeo and representatives 

from a variety of agencies that provide free services to our community.  

 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend our Health & Safety Fair! 

WHEN:   Saturday, April 25 from 10AM—2PM 

WHERE:   Kahler Hall  

  5440 Old Tucker Row 

  Columbia, MD 21044 

Health & Safety Fair 2015 

Health & Safety Fair 

April 25 

10AM—2PM 



 

Covenant Corner 
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The extreme cold temperatures and snowy and icy 

conditions of another harsh winter in our area means 

many of the homes in our community are showing 

green or black discoloration on exterior vinyl siding.  

Removal of mold/mildew from your siding is a  

maintenance requirement in Harper’s Choice. Vinyl 

siding can be easy to clean with a soft brush and a 

“green” cleaning solution of  70% water and 30 vinegar. 

This ‘recipe’ for cleaning vinyl siding can also help:  

 1/3 cup powdered laundry detergent 

 2/3 cup powdered household cleaner (Ajax, 

Bon Ami, Bar Keepers Friend) 

 1 quart liquid laundry bleach 

 1 gallon water  

For best results, start at the bottom of the house and wash up; when rinsing, start at the top, and rinse down.  

This prevents streaking as the dirt is released and runs down the surface. Cover brick facing and landscaping to 

protect them from runoff.  

Red Ribbon Yard Sale 

May 2 

8AM—Noon 

 

Shred & eCycle 

May 2 

9AM—1PM 

Can you believe it is already time for our annual spring Red Ribbon Yard Sale? This year, we’re making a bigger 

day out of it by including a Shred and eCycle event. All the information and details for the big day are listed 

below.  

WHEN:    Saturday, May 2 

YARD SALE:  8AM—Noon 

   Please call 410-730-0770 or email 

   events@harperschoice.org to register your street. 

SHRED/eCYCLE: 9AM—1PM at the parking lot between Kahler Hall 

   and the Bain Center. Limit 3 small bags/boxes per 

   person for the Shred Truck. eCycle guidelines are 

   listed below. Minimal fees required for some items. 

FREE:   Computers, Laptops/Notebooks, Keyboards/Mice/ 

   Cables, Monitors, Printers, Scanners, Cell & Regular 

   Phones, Fax & Answering Machines, VCR, Cable Boxes, 

   Stereo Equipment, Battery Back-ups (non-alkaline), 

   TVs (less than 26” - 1st one free) 

FEE-BASED:  TVs between 26” - 40” ($15), TVs larger than 40”  

   ($25), Console TV ($35) 

NOT ACCEPTED: Microwaves, Refrigerators, Washers/Dryers, Toasters,

   Dishwashers, Household Appliances 

 

Red Ribbon Yard Sale, Shred & eCycle Day 

 

Save the dates! Our summer pool parties are scheduled and we want YOU there! 

This year, each party will have a special theme. Watch our website, the eNews, 

and future issues of this newsletter for more details! 

 Longfellow Pool Party / Family Luau:  

 Tuesday, July 14 from 6PM—9PM 

 Swansfield Pool Party / Family Dance Night:  

 Thursday, August 6 from 6PM—9PM 

You can count on a DJ, a tasty cold treat for all in attendance, games, and fun 

for the whole family.  

 

 

Summer Pool Parties 2015 

Longfellow Pool Party / 

Family Luau 

July 14 

6PM—9PM 

 

Swansfield Pool Party / 

Family Dance Night 

August 6 

6PM—9PM 

Are you storing your trash and 

recycling bins properly?  Take a look 

at where your cans and bins are  

located.  Are they in your driveway or 

in front of your home?  Recycling, 

food scrap bins and trash cans must 

be stored out of view from the 

street and neighboring properties at 

all times except when placed out for 

pick up the evening prior to your 

collection day, as per County Code 

and the Harper’s Choice Village 

Covenants.   

Please do not store any cans/bins in front of the house, on a front porch or in a driveway.  If cans are stored in 

a carport or on the side of your home, they must be shielded from view by landscaping or an 

enclosure previously approved by the Architectural Committee.  An Exterior Alteration Application form may 

be used to apply for approval.  You can download one from our website or stop by Kahler Hall to pick one up. 

By keeping your property tidy and cans and bins out of view, you help keep Harper’s Choice the BEST Choice!        

Proper Storage of Trash and Recycling Bins 
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Covenant Activity Report: April 2014—March 2015 

23 - Bi-weekly meetings were held by the Architectural Committee 

190 - Exterior Alteration applications processed:   

6 disapprovals; 4 eventually approved as new submissions 

1 denied, lack of information 

0 appeals 

18 approved w/provisions or as amended 

2 withdrawn   

139 - Complaints made at the Village level: 

 4 were unable to verify 

41 were referred to other agencies  

 (Animal Control, Housing, Public Works, etc.)  

4 were referred to CA for legal action 

12 are vacant, 3 of those are soon to be sold 

62 were resolved and 16 remain in process 

85 - Inspections completed for resale of property: 

 23 clean compliance letters issued 

 35 brought into compliance prior to sale 

7 - Cases sent to CA legal department for possible litigation at start of year: 

 4 cases resolved without litigation and closed 

 1 case pending active litigation, contempt of court order 

 1 case in foreclosure 

 1 case in discussion to avoid litigation 

It's come to our attention that some of our residents may not receive 

the weekly delivery of the Columbia Flier. Please email Susan at 

events@harperschoice.org or call her at 410-730-0770 if you do not 

receive yours on delivery day so that she can help resolve the issue. 

Please provide your name and delivery address. In the event that your 

entire street or community does not receive its scheduled delivery, 

please provide as many addresses as possible. Drivers have until 5PM to 

complete their deliveries. 

Inquiring Minds Want to Know: Where’s My Flier? 

FY 2015 Annual Budget 



 

Village of Harper’s Choice Annual Report (FY 2015) 
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As you know, I took over as Village Manager in 

March of 2014.  It has been an exciting, 

enjoyable, and rewarding experience and I look 

forward to continuing to serve everyone in the 

Village of Harper’s Choice! 

To say that it’s been a very busy year for the 

Harper’s Choice Community Association (HCCA), 

would be an understatement.  In addition to the 

regular Association events including, but not 

limited to, Columbia Cleans Day, Searching for 

Spring, National Night Out, Red Ribbon Yard 

Sales, Shredding/Donation Events, State of Our 

Schools in Harper’s Choice, Pizza with Santa, 

and Camp Expo, we have also added a new 

event, the Appraisal Roadshow, which was a big 

success, and brought back the Health and Safety 

Fair.  Of course, these are over and above the 

hundreds of public and private events that take 

place at Kahler Hall (KH) throughout the year. 

While it has been a longstanding event in 

Harper’s Choice, Camp Expo has seen a 

significant decline in participation in recent 

years, in both exhibiting camps and attendees, 

and this year was no different.  This is true not 

only for our Expo, but for camp enrollments in 

general.  With the significant increase in the 

number of camps over the years and access to 

the internet to conduct virtual research into 

available camps, it is highly likely that this event 

has run its course and may no longer be 

relevant. 

The past year has brought a lot of physical plant 

improvements to KH and Longfellow 

Neighborhood Center (LNC).  LNC went through a 

major renovation, which was completed in May.  

KH has seen numerous improvements to include 

a renovated kitchen, renovated Marchand 

(Meeting) Room, new decorative LED lights in 

the lobby, and new window dressings in the 

Lobby and Marchand Room.   

On the technology and communication side, we 

replaced three staff computers (the remaining 

two will be replaced in FY 2016), upgraded the 

KH security camera system, and moved to 

paperless board meetings and architectural 

committee meetings (no more killing trees for 

meetings!).  Further, we developed (in-house) 

two, mobile friendly websites (one for KH and 

one for HCCA), established Twitter, Pinterest, 

and RSS Feed accounts, created a web-based, 

“syncable” online calendar, redesigned the 

eNewsletter and established regularly scheduled 

weekly delivery, created a bi-monthly electronic 

“CA Representative’s Corner” publication, and 

moved our email system to a dedicated server, 

eliminating ongoing electronic communication 

system issues.  We also purchased and installed 

an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) and 

all HCCA staff have been trained and certified in 

CPR, including yours truly. 

In addition to special events, your Association 

continued to support the Harper’s Choice 

community through various initiatives.  HCCA has 

generously given through the Juanita Robinson 

Fund ($1,600), direct donations (over $2,000), 

and cul-de-sac and block party grants (over 

$300).  Your Association has also reinvigorated 

the community-wide safety meeting, now re-

ferred to as the Community Support Initiative.  

Our first meeting was held on December 8, 2014 

and was well attended.  Keep an eye out for 

information about our next meeting! Further-

more, we have actively participated in and/or 

supported the following initiatives:  Howard 

County Cedar Lane Pathway Proposal, Route 29 

Bridge Proposal from Bridge Columbia (in con-

cept), Fueling Station Task Force Recommenda-

tions, and Election Board review of current pre-

cinct boundaries and polling locations in 

Harper’s Choice.  We also assisted Battelle Cor-

poration with the Transportation Department’s 5

-day travel study of Harper’s Choice residents 

and we continue to work with the County and 

KIMCO Realty on moving the bus station near the 

corner of Harper’s Farm Road and Cedar Lane 

into the Village Center.  This latter effort is very 

close to coming to fruition. 

The Fiscal Year 2015 Budget and Covenant 

Activity Report are made a part of this Annual 

Report. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Stephen J. Ingley 

Village Manager 

Harper’s Choice Community Association 

The Association offers $50 grants so you 

can host a block party! Here’s how to get 

yours:   

Submit a Block Party Application Form. 

Download one from our website or stop by 

Kahler Hall to pick one up. Please note 

that this grant is limited to one Block Party 

per street, per year. Exceptions can be 

made for very long streets at the discre-

tion of HCCA. 

In order to receive your grant, you must 

submit both a completed application and 

invitation list that includes EVERYONE on 

your street to HCCA in advance of the 

party. You can fax it to 410-730-8046, 

email it to events@harperschoice.org, or 

drop it off at Kahler Hall. 

To be reimbursed, the party sponsor must 

present a receipt(s) upon conclusion of the 

party. Costs for alcoholic beverages will 

not be reimbursed. 

Cul-de-sac Beautification 

HCCA has a program to help 

residents beautify the cul-de-sac islands at 

the end of their streets. The Association 

will reimburse residents up to $200 for 

plant materials. 

In order to participate, residents must 

submit a plan to the Association that 

includes a picture of the island and a 

petition signed by at least 80% of the 

affected neighbors saying that they have no 

objection to the proposed plan.  

Once you receive association approval, you 

can submit up to $200 in receipts at the 

completion of the project. 

Block Party Grants 

 


