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Harper’s Choice Showcases Original 

Columbia Artists 
John Levering & Wes Yamaka  

Sunday, August 13, 2017, 7:30pm 

John Levering and Wes Yamaka, popular Columbia artists in the 1970s, 

turned to art after other careers personifying Columbia’s goal to be a 

place for people to grow.  

They opened Columbia’s first art gallery and studio, called “Eye of the 

Camel” in the 1970s, working together in the one-time servants' quarters 

located next to Oakland Manor until the gallery closed in 1977.  The Art 

Gala will feature original works by both artists and will kickoff with a 

champagne reception and light refreshments.  Join us to learn more 

about these men and their art.

VOTE IN HARPER’S CHOICE VILLAGE ELECTIONS 

APRIL 29, 2017 

WHO MAY VOTE 

Any resident in good standing, whether they are owners or renters of     

property in Harper's Choice, may vote in a Village Election.  Residents who 

have an outstanding covenant violation are prohibited from voting.  Check 

with the Covenant Advisor to make sure your property is in compliance with 

the Harper's Choice Covenants.  Only one vote is permitted for each      

property.  In the case of a rental property, both the owner and the tenant may 

cast a ballot. 

WHEN AND WHERE TO VOTE 

We will be waiting for you between 9:00AM and 3:00PM on April 29, 2017 

in KAHLER HALL.  If you will not be able to vote in person, please com-

plete the enclosed Absentee Ballot and return it in the enclosed envelope.  

Absentee ballots are valid only if completely filled out, including all in-

formation on the envelope.  Absentee ballots are due by April 28, 2017 

by 5:00pm. The Absentee ballot you receive in this newsletter may not 

be used on Election Day. 

WHY DO I NEED TO VOTE 

Your vote is important in determining who will make critical decisions for 

Harper's Choice and Columbia in the coming year. We need a quorum of 

10% of Harper’s Choice households to have a valid election.  To ver ify 

your Harper’s Choice address, please bring your driver’s license, BG&E bill 

or something else with your legal address. 

Any questions? Call the Village Office at (410)730-0770. 

Election Day Event  

If you will have 
some spare time and 
would like to spend 
a couple of hours 
assisting our Elec-
tion Chair, George 
Cronin, with the 
Election Day Event, 
please contact us at 
Kahler Hall at 410-
730-0770.  We
would be grateful
and would welcome
your participation!
Volunteers will be
needed between the
hours of 9 a.m. and
3:00 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 29, 2017.



 

ROBERT T. FONTAINE 

I would like to continue on the Harper’s Choice Village Board and have submitted my candi-

date petition for this coming year’s election.  I was re-elected to serve as chair of the Board 

during this past year. 

 

I have lived in Harper’s Choice since 1988, and I’ve lived in all of its neighborhoods.  My 

kids went to local schools.  Working on the Village Board gives me an opportunity to be in-

volved with my neighbors in a positive way. 

 

ERIK M. AVANT 

As a resident of Columbia for most of my life, I am excited to be taking the next step in giv-

ing back to this community by running for this position.  I grew up a few miles away and 

knew I wanted to stay in Columbia when my wife and I bought our house in 2015. Whether 

it’s a walk around Wilde Lake, taking our dog to the dog park, or picking up a coffee from 

Dunkin, I enjoy the many opportunities that I have to get to know my neighbors in Harper’s 

Choice.  I am running in this election because I believe that community is essential to the suc-

cess of our village center. I want to play a more active role in making sure that all members of 

our community feel safe, connected, and that they know their voices are being heard by those 

making decisions on their behalf. 

 

STEPHEN COOK 

Many of you may know that I’ve been a resident of Columbia since 1968, and a Harpers 

Choice resident since 1990.  I’ve been a member of the Harper’s Choice Village Board since 

2011; and ask that you allow me to continue my service to our community. 

 

I spend several hours a week monitoring the village center, Safeway, and the Beaver Kill/

Athletic Club area, especially in the evenings and after hours. 

 

I humbly ask for your vote to allow me to continue my service to our community. 

 

BENJAMIN S. RUBIN 

It has been my honor and privilege this year to represent the Columbia village in which I was 

born on the Harper’s Choice Board of Directors. As our village continues to evolve, it is criti-

cal that we remain true to the original ideals that created this great community while recogniz-

ing the needs of the next generation of residents. I would be honored to continue to contribute 

to village life and to serve as a bridge between yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

Village Board Candidate Statements 
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Pull out and mail this ballot back in the enclosed envelope. 

VILLAGE ELECTIONS 2017 

ABSENTEE BALLOT 

Board of Directors - Vote for three (3) 

      

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please vote FOR or AGAINST adopting the following proposed amendments to the Harper’s Choice  
 Community Association By-Laws 

(Please see reverse side of ballot for description of by-law amendments) 
 

 
 
QUESTION 1: Proposal to modify the Association By-Laws, Article II, Section 2.02: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTION 2: Proposal to modify the Association By-Laws, Article II, Section 2.03: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTION 3: Proposal to modify the Association’s By-Laws, Article II, Section 2.08: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOR AGAINST 

FOR AGAINST 

FOR AGAINST 

Robert T. Fontaine 

Stephen  Cook 

Erik M. Avant 

Benjamin S. Rubin 



Proposed Amendments to the Harper’s Choice Community Association By-Laws 

Vote by Absentee Ballot or In Person on Election Day, Saturday, April 29, 2017 

 

Please vote FOR or AGAINST adopting the following proposed amendments (underline = new text; 

strikethrough = deleted text) to the Harper’s Choice Community Association By-Laws.  The Village Board of 

Directors voted unanimously to present these amendments to the members, which are aimed at clarifying the 

position and role of the student member.  Most of the changes have been taken from the Education Section of 

Maryland Code, which establishes the position and role of the student member of the Howard County Board 

of Education. 

 

SECTION 2.02.  Number of Directors.  The number of Directors of the Association shall be six, with one seat 

reserved for a student member who may be appointed by the Board of Directors, until such number be 

changed as herein provided.  By vote of a majority of the entire Board of Directors, the number of Directors 

may be increased or decreased, from time to time, to not exceeding fifteen nor less than five Directors, but the 

tenure of office of a Director shall not be affected by any decrease in the number of Directors so made by the 

Board. 

 

SECTION 2.03A.  Election of Directors.  Until the first annual meeting of members or until successors are 

duly elected and qualify, the Board shall consist of the persons named as such in the charter.  At the first annu-

al meeting of members and at each annual meeting thereafter, the members shall elect Directors to hold office 

until April 30 of the second year following the election.  Not withstanding anything to the contrary set forth 

herein, if after the date for which nominations for the Board of Directors is closed the number of nominees 

meeting the requirements set forth in Section 2.02 is less or equal to the number of vacant director positions, 

the qualified nominees shall be deemed to have been elected by the members and the Board of Directors shall 

appoint such nominees to the available director positions for the term provided for in Article 8 of the Associa-

tion’s Articles of Incorporation.  Exception to this is the student member of the Board of Directors who is may 

be appointed each March September by the sitting Board of Directors, to serve a one-year term beginning on 

October 1 and ending on September 30.  The student member may be a high school junior or senior and has all 

of the rights and responsibilities of a Board member, with the exception of restrictions against voting on per-

sonnel matters, budgetary matters, and matters handled in closed sessions.  Unless invited to attend by the af-

firmative vote of a majority of the board of directors, the student member may not attend a closed session.  At 

any meeting of members, duly called and at which a quorum is present, the members may, by the affirmative 

vote of the members entitled to cast the majority of votes thereon, remove any Director or Directors from of-

fice  and may elect a successor or successors to fill any resulting vacancies for the unexpired terms of removed 

Directors. 

 

SECTION 2.08.  Quorum.  At all meetings of the Board of Directors, a majority of the entire Board of Direc-

tors, not including the student member, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  Except in 

cases in which it is by statute, by the charter, or by the by-laws otherwise provided, the vote of the majority of 

those Directors present at a duly constituted meeting shall be sufficient to elect and pass any measure.  In the 

absence of a quorum, the Directors present by majority vote and without notice other than by announcement 

may adjourn the meeting from time to time until a quorum shall attend.  At any such adjourned meeting at 

which a quorum shall be present, any business may be transacted which might have been transacted at the 

meeting as originally notified. 
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ANNUAL REPORT (FISCAL YEAR 2017) 
 

  

 In addition to the regular Association events including, but not limited to, Columbia Cleans Day, Searching 
for Spring, National Night Out, Red Ribbon Yard Sales, eCycle/Shredding Events, Pool Parties, Paint Nights, 
Card Making Classes, and Pizza with Santa, we have also conducted some new programs to include Swing Dance 
lessons and a summer reading program where elementary school children read to residents at Winter Growth.  
These Association sponsored programs are in addition to the hundreds of public and private events, meetings, and 
classes that take place at Kahler Hall (KH) throughout the year. 
 
  Physical plant improvements to KH and its grounds continued throughout fiscal year 2017 to in-
clude interior LED upgrades and new curtains for the ballroom.  We also worked with the Columbia Association 
to upgrade all of the interior lights to LED at Swansfield Neighborhood Center. 
 
  In addition to special events, your Association continued to support the Harper’s Choice commu-
nity through various initiatives.  HCCA has generously given through the Juanita Robinson Fund and direct dona-
tions, as well as cul de sac and block party grants.  We also sent a letter, jointly with the other nine villages, to the 
County Executive in support of the Mediation and Conflict Resolution Center, which the County is considering 
defunding.  Our efforts to have the Harper’s Farm Road and Cedar Lane bus stop moved into the Village Center 
have come to fruition.  Kimco management has signed off on putting a bus stop in the Center.  We are currently 
awaiting more information from the County transportation department as to the specifics of construction.  As 
soon as we receive that information, we will share it with you. 
 
 Through a grant from the Columbia Association, the Harper’s Choice Community Association instituted 
the property standards evaluation program, which provided for curbside evaluations of all homes and townhomes 
in the Village of Harper’s Choice.  At the conclusion of the initial program phase, which was completed in Octo-
ber of fiscal year 2017, approximately 58 percent of all homes and townhomes initially, or upon improvements, 
passed the curbside review.  The second phase will begin this Spring, where we will follow up on those properties 
that present more pressing issues related to our community’s covenant requirements.  We appreciate all that you 
do to help maintain the Village of Harper’s Choice and our property values! 
 
 During much of the last fiscal year, I served on a working group to renegotiate our contract with the Co-
lumbia Association (CA).  The contract has been a two-year agreement which governs the relationships between 
CA and all of the village associations.  At the execution of the next agreement, which will be in May of fiscal year 
2019, we will move to a greener, 10-year contract. 
 The Fiscal Year 2017 Budget and Covenant Activity Report are made a part of this Annual Report. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 

Stephen J. Ingley 

Village Manager 

Harper’s Choice Community Association 



Fiscal Year 2017 in Review 

HARPER’S CHOICE VOICE 

 

  

BOARD APPROVED OPERATING BUDGET 

 

        

REVENUES     FY17 Budget 

 

1  CA Assessment Share    397,112   

2  Lease & Rental     327,700   

3  Tuition & Enrollment    0   

4  Interest     50   

5  Special Events     2,000   

6  Fees      125   

7.  Miscellaneous      3,000   

8  Gain/loss on Disposal of Asset   0   

      Total Income    729,987   

          

EXPENSES  

  

9   Staff Salaries     373,928   

10  Janitorial Wages    7,691   

11  Contract Labor    26,500   

12  Payroll Benefits    54,674   

13  Payroll Taxes     33,884   

14  Janitorial Expense    57,374   

15  Fees      27,150   

16  Operating Expenses    27,020  

17  Business Expenses    1,000  

18  Insurance     7.800   

19  Advertising     13,000  

20  Newsletter     11,000 

21  Other Printing     300 

22  Donations/Contributions   3,750 

23  Special Events     10,500  

24  Taxes     350 

25  Utilities      41,100 

26  Repairs & Maintenance    18,400  

27  Furniture & Fixtures    2,500 

28  Total Expenses Before Depreciation  717,821 

29  Depreciation     12,156 

30  Total Expenses    729,977   

      

       Increase/(Decrease)  

      in Unrestricted Net Assets   11  

Covenant Activity Report, April 2016- 
March 2017 
 

22  Meetings held by the Architectural Committee 
211  Exterior Alteration applications processed: 
 4 denied; all eventually approved as amended 

0 appeals 
21 approved w/provisions or as amended 
2 withdrawn 

137 Complaints made at the Village level: 
2 were unable to verify 
60 were referred to other agencies (Animal 

 Control, Housing, Public Works, etc.)  
9 were for vacant properties; 2 sold 
56 were resolved and 10 remain in process 

78  Inspections completed for resale of property:
 72 re-inspections 

42 clean compliance letters issued 
30 sold with some unresolved  

5  Cases w/CA legal department for possible 
 litigation March 2016; 3 are active now: 

1 case resolved without litigation and closed 
1 case resolved in court 
1 case still in foreclosure 
1 case in active litigation 
1 case in discussion to avoid litigation 

Architectural Committee Meetings 

Changes made to the exterior of homes in Harper's Choice 
require approval of the Village Architectural Committee 
(AC). 

The AC meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 
7:30 PM to review applications.  

The deadline to submit applications for approval is two 
weeks prior to the next meeting date. 

Keeping You Informed  

 

This newsletter serves as a recap of news and events we share 
with our community throughout the year. Connect with us 
on Facebook and Twitter to receive more regular announce-
ments and information from us.  

Sign up for our weekly e-newsletter list  at our website 

www.harperschoice.org 

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/KahlerHall 

Twitter 

https://twitter.com/HarpersCCA 



Public Meeting 

Howard County Capital Projects: 

P4928: New/Third Police Station 

F5976: North Columbia Fire Station 
 

Howard County Councilperson Mary Kay Sigaty and staff from Howard County’s Department of Public Works 

(DPW), Department of Fire and Rescue Services and Police Department invite the community to a public meet-

ing on Wednesday, April 5, 2017 from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. at Kahler Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row, Columbia, 

MD 21044, to discuss two projects in the Fiscal Year 2018 Proposed Capital Budget: F5976: North Columbia Fire 

Station and P4928: New/Third Police Station. 

 

An open house to view proposed renderings of the capital projects and ask questions of departmental staff will 

take place beginning at 7:00 p.m.  A formal presentation will follow at 7:30 p.m. After the presentation, staff 

members will take questions from attendees. 

 

Prior to release of the County Executive’s proposed FY18 Capital Budget on April 1, more information about the 

police station (P4928) can be found in the approved FY17 Capital Budget (https://www.howardcountymd.gov/

LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=SZ5V2Q8BUv8%3d&portalid=0) and the fire station (F5976) can be found in the 

FY18 Planning Board Budget (https://www.howardcountymd.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=01BGGeXNQi4%

3d&portalid=0 ). 

 

For questions or more information about the meeting, contact Councilperson Sigaty at 410-313-2001 or 

email mksigaty@howardcountymd.gov. 

Good Pizza Great Cause! Longfellow PTA  
 

Join Longfellow Elementary PTA and Mod Pizza for their 
upcoming fundraiser. Bring in this newsletter and show this 

section to receive 20% off all day, Thursday April 25th  
  
 
 

Drug Take Back Day   
April 29 from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) 
announced the next semi-annual national Drug 
Take Back will be held on Saturday, April 29 

from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Come join us in the 
Wilde Lake Village Center for another conven-
ient drive-thru collection of medications and 

sharps (needles, syringes, and EpiPens).  

 

 

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=SZ5V2Q8BUv8%3d&portalid=0)
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=SZ5V2Q8BUv8%3d&portalid=0)
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=01BGGeXNQi4%3d&portalid=0
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=01BGGeXNQi4%3d&portalid=0
mailto:mksigaty@howardcountymd.gov
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VOTE in Village Elections          

INSIDE KAHLER HALL on April 29 from 9-3. 

ABSENTEE BALLOT ENCLOSED 




